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TECHNICAL EDITING THEORY FOR EFFECTIVE WEBSITES    

What can a technical editor do for 

a website?

ÁAnticipate reader needs

ÁContribute knowledge about website

ÅOrganization

ÅNavigation

ÅConsistency

ÅScreen Design



TECHNICAL EDITING THEORY FOR EFFECTIVE WEBSITES    

What practical theory do technical 

editors follow to edit websites?

ÁIdentify user first

ÅScience Education Website User:

ï Teachers, school administrators, SEdS, staff

ÅStudent Research Website User:

ï TTU faculty and URS, students, staff

Note:  All web users ñare people seeking quick         

access to informationò (Rude, 2006).

http://www.amazon.com/gp/reader/032133082X/ref=sib_dp_pt


TECHNICAL EDITING THEORY FOR EFFECTIVE WEBSITES    

What practical theory do technical 
editors follow to edit websites?

ÁIdentify website type

ÅInformational with elements of business

ÅTier 3 website in TTUôs Web Identity Guidelines

ÁUse the most effective methods in website 
design as determined by usability studies

ÅSingle sourcing, content available, searching obvious 
and reliable, multiple ways of finding information, 
effective screen design

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/communications/identityguidelines/idguidelines/ttu/web.php
http://www.ciser.ttu.edu/
http://www.ciser.ttu.edu/
http://www.ciser.ttu.edu/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/reader/032133082X/ref=sib_dp_pt


TECHNICAL EDITING THEORY FOR EFFECTIVE WEBSITES

Effective Screen Design

ÅAchieved by consistency and simplicity

ÅIs easy to read

ÅMinimizes scrolling

ÅInformation is easy to find

ÅUses the tools of : visual consistency, sections, 
one screen/page, legible, style, considers 
user technology



TECHNICAL EDITING THEORY FOR EFFECTIVE WEBSITES

Visual Consistency

ÁUsers know where to look

ÁStandardized layout

ÁTemplates work well

http://www.ciser.ttu.edu/
http://www.ttu.edu/template/samples/index.php?elu=mwainsco&elk=2939332152566601


TECHNICAL EDITING THEORY FOR EFFECTIVE WEBSITES

Sections

Includes columns, side headings, side-by-side text and graphics, 

menus, toolbars, search boxes, vertical navigation bars

ÁFollows conventions

ÁVariations distract

ÁIncreases maximum readability

http://www.ciser.ttu.edu/


TECHNICAL EDITING THEORY FOR EFFECTIVE WEBSITES

Webpage Is One Screen Only

ÁWebPages are maps

ÁReaders donôt want to scroll!

ÁSubstantial text is printable

http://www.ciser.ttu.edu/


Example:  One Screen to Rule Them!

Joe's happiness is proportional to the 

function w2c, where w stands for daily 

consumption of glasses of wine, and 

c stands for daily consumption of 

number of cigars. Wine costs $3 a 

glass and cigars cost $2 each. 



Example:  One Screen to Rule Them!

His daily budget for both is $100. 

How should he divide his money 

between wine and cigars to maximize 

his happiness? Assume he does not 

have to buy integer numbers of either 

cigars or wine.



Example:  One Screen to Rule Them!


